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The  nuT.ber  of  steers  slaughtered  has  fluctu- 
ated rather  sharply  from  year  to  year  but  has 
traced  a  rather  steady  upward  trend.  Slaughter 
of  cows  and  heifers  has  shown  smaller  year-to- 
year  changes  but  more  pronounced  cyclical 
variations.  The  number  of  breeding  stock  slaugh- 
tered each  year  is  significant  in  cycles  of  total 
cattle  numbers. 

In   1949,   slaughter  of  steers  under  Fed  eral 


inspection  was  up  1.3  million  from,  1948,  and 
slaughter  of  cows  was  down  by  1.1  million.  To 
.date  in  1950,  slaughter  of  both  classes  has  been 
slightly  below  the  same  months  of  1949.  Steer 
slaughter  in  1950  may  not  total  greatly  different 
from  1949-  Cow  slaughter  may  also  be  about  the 
same  as  last  year,  and  its  rather  low  level  will 
make  possible  further  increases  in  cattle  num- 
bers in  the  next  few  years. 


z 
0 

I- 
< 

D 

(/) 

I- 
< 

1x1 


Q 
Z 
< 

u 

0 
I- 
if) 

hi 
> 

_l 


i 

1 

1 

U) 

0 
CD 

\  7 
\  / 
\J 

-/-»  

0 
0 

z 

cf) 

05  ^/ 

// 
1 

V 

o 

— -« 

1 

-  3  - 


THE    LIVESTOCK    AND    M  E  a  T  SITUATION 


Approved  by  the  Outlook  and  Situation  Board,  April  24,  1950 

SUIvM^RY 

Marketings  of  hogs  were  at  or  near  their  seasonal  peak  in  late 
April.     They  are  expected  to  decrease  in  May  and  June.     Prices  in  April 
were  fairly  steady  at  around  $16,00  per  100  pounds  for  barrows  and  gilts 
at  Chicago,  TA^ieh  was  only  about  -^1,00  below  the  February  high»  A 
seasonal  advance  is  likeDy  soon©     Prices  of  barrows  and  gilts  may  rise 
at  least  as  much  as  usual^  since  slaughter  supplies  of  that  class  will 
not  be  much  l8.rger  this  summer  than  last,     I/fore  sows,  however,  are  likely 
to  be  slaughtered  this  year,  since  a  smaller  percentage  than  ]ast  year  of 
the  sows  fan-owing  in  the  spring  is  likely  to  be  carried  over  for  fall 
farrovdng.    Prices  of  heavy  hogs  may  be  discounted  fairly  sharply. 

Hog  marketings  were  unusually  large  in  late  March,  jiTst  before  the 
1949  price  support  program  endod  on  March  31,     Early  marketings  of  hcgs 
from  the  194S  fall  pig  crop  smoothed  out  <=omev/hab  the  spring  peak  movement 
and  movec^  it  forward.     It'  probably  minimized  the  seasonal  price  decline. 

No  announcement  has  been  made  of  a  new  price  support  program  for 

hogs. 

About  8  percent  more  cattle  and  calves  were  reported  on  feed  in 
11  Corn  Belt  States  April  1  this  year  than  in  1949,     The  increase  over  a  • 
year  earlier  was  greater  than  that  on  January  1,  reflecting  mainly  larger 
feeder  placem.ents  since  January  bhis  year.     Marketings  of  v^ell- finished 
cattle  are  expected  to  increase  in  the  next  few  months,  but  their  peak 
this  year  is  likely  to  be  later  than  in  1949.    Prospects  are  that  prices 
of  top  grades  will  continue  dov/nward  until  about  mid-suimier,  then  rise 
seasonally  to  a  high  in  late  summer  or  earl 3''  fallt     This  pattern  wuld  b« 
different  from  last  year's  gradual  advance  from  February  to  August, 
capped  b3'-  a  sharp  rise  in  the  fall.     At  their  peak  expected  in  late 
surrmer  or  early  fall,  prices  of  top  grades  of  cattle  are  likely  to  be 
higher  than  at  the  same  time  in  1949 j;  but  probably  will  not  equal  the  best 
prices  of  1949  which  were  recorded  unusual  Iv  late  in  the  vear. 

Prices  of  lower  grades  of  slaughter  cattle  and  of  stocker  and 
feeder  cattle  Liay  have  about  reached  their  highest  point  for  the  Epring# 
They  are  ex]:)ected  to  decline  seasonally  during  the  sunmer. 

Early  spring  lambs  were  reported  in  generally  good  condition  on 
April  1,     In  Texas  and  California,  two  major  producing  State S;,  their 
further  progress  after  that  date  depended  on  arrival  of  rainfall  to  insure 
good  feed.     Early  lanibs  Yvdll  probably  be  marketed  soiiiewhat  earlier  this 
year  than  in  1949, 
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■Reti:!rns  from  l^.mb  feedinf^  this_v;inter  apparently  avera^od  lower 
than  a  yeor  oprlier  but  about  the  sB.me  as  the  general  level  of  recent 
years.     Feed  ve.s  cheaper  this  ,  year  than,  last but  feeding . margins  vjere 
narrovv'era    For  the  second  year.  in.a:.;rc^w,,  lanbs  sold  in  March  brcur^ht  a 
much  higfner  price  than  those  sold  in  December. 

About  the  same  volume  of  meat  was  produced  conmercially  in  January- 
He  rch  this  year  as  in  the  same  quart.er  of  194-9,     Consumption  per  person 
appareritl2/"  v;a?^  nearly  equal  to  the  b?.5  pounds  consuirad  in  bhe  January- 
M^rch  period  last  yQs.r,,  .  Production  the  rest  of  this  year  is  expected  to 
exceed  corresponding .periods  of  last  yearj  but  only  in  the  fourth  quarter 
is  the  increase  likely  to  be  large  enough  to  ..provide  a  higher  rate  of 
consumption  per  person,  .  .  • 

,     .  ,     REVIEl'^  Airo  OUTLOOK  ■ 

Hop;  Slaughter  at  or_  Near  .  •.  . 

Season  Hij^hj  Prices  Steady 
.in  April 

Hog  marketings  picked  up  the  middle  of  A.pril  after  declining  from 
their  high  level  at  the  end  of  March.    Hov/ever,  the  slaughter  of 
r, 044, 000  the  week  ended  April  22  did  not  reach  the  mark  of  1,111,000 
set  the  last  v;eek  of  March,    At  the  end  of  April,  slaughter  vms  probably 
at  or  near  the  season  high. 

Producers  apparently  rushed  many  fall-born  hogs  to  market  in 
anticipation  of  the  ending  of  price  support  on  March  31a    The  early  move- 
ment had  the  effect  of  spreading  out  and  moving  forward  the  seasonal  peak 
of  markebings  and  slaughter. 

Early  marketings  probably  also  irdnimized  the  seasonal  decline  in 
prices  of  hogs.    Prices  of  barrows  and  gilts  at  Chicago  averaged  around. 
i^l6.00  per  100  pounds  through  most  of  April,  only  .floOO  belov/  the  season- 
al high  in  February,     Since  marketings  are  likely  to  start  declining 
seasonally,  prices  may  soon  begin  to  rise, 

Abo\it  37,     million  pigs  vr^re  saved  last  fall,  10  percent  more 
than  in  the  fall  of  1948,     A  considerable  part  of  the  increase  in  number 
saved  has  been  offset  by  lighter  average  slaughter  v^ieights.     Barrows  and 
gilts  received  at  7  ma.:kets  in  March  averaged  only  232  pounds,  18  pounds 
lighter  than  in  March  1949,     In  April,  however,  weights  increased 
steadily,  and  in  the  first  3  weeks  of  the  month  averaged  8  pounds  lighter 
than  a  year  earlier. 

The  effect  of  the  iighte.r  slaughter  weights  has  been  a  smaller  in- 
crease over  last  year  in  output  of  pork,  and  less  reduction  in  prices, 
than  would  otherv;ise  have  occurred  from  the  larger  pig  crop. 
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Most  of  the  increase  in  the  pig  crop  last  fall  was  confined  to 
iiu^iTst  and  Sopto^bor  f a rrowings.     As  a  result  of  t?iis  bunching  of  the 
ficdit ion-il  f b.r'.^owings,  together  with  a  shorter  feeding  period  for  lighter 
wei;^hts«  the  number  of  hogs  slaughtered  under  Federal  inspection  began  to 
exceed  comparable  weekt  last  year  as  early  as  the  second  '^^seek  in  February. 
Slaughter  of  6,020,000  head  under  Federal  inspection  in  March  was  IS  per- 
cent larger  than  thet  in  March  194:9o     April  slaughter  was  above  last- 
April,  and  slaughter  in  May  and  early  June  is  also  expected  to  exceed 
that  of  the  sme  months  last  yeer«    The  percentage  increase  over  a  year 
eai.'-lier  is  expected  to  taper  off  in  MR-y,  and  to  be  moderately  small  in 
June  and  much  of  the  summer.    The  supply  of  barrov/s  and  gilts  for 
slaughter,  this  .  sumner  promises  to  be  only  slightly  larger  than  last 
sumjiier  if  marketings  continue  to  be  earlier  thsn  usual.     However,  more 
oOWij  will  be  slo-Ughtered  this  year.     If  prospects  for  only  a  small  in- 
crease in  the  fall  pig  crop  th:  s  year  prove  true,  around  l/Z  million  more 
sows  v/ill  bj  slaughtered  this  suriiner  than  last*     L/iuoh  of  the  increase  in 
pork  Supplies  this  su-nmer  co^npared  w5.th  last  is  likely  to  be  provided 
from  slaughter  of  sovtsc 

On  the  basis  of  this  outlook  for  slaughter  supplies,  prices  of 
barrows  and  gilts  mp.y  be  expected  to  rise  seasonally  through  mid-or  late- 
suminere     Their  seasonal  advance  may  be  as  large  as  average.     Prices  of 
sows  ^f^ll  likely  be  v/eaker  than  usual  in  relation  to  those  of  barrows 
and  gilts*     The  spread  between  medium  end  heavy  weights  of  barrows  and 
gilts,  which  has  recently  been  narrow,  will  probably  widen  considerably, 
since  prices  of  all  heavy  hogs  will  bs  affected  by  the  large  slaughter  of 
sows.  ■ 

■  There  has  been  no  announcement  of  a  new  program  for  price  support 
on  hogs*. ,.  -- 

Slaughter  of  Finish.ed  Cattle  Increases; 
Price  Spreads  Between  G-rades  Pecome 
Mo  re  Farrow 

Cattle  slaughter  to  date  this  year  has  been  sm.aller  than  last  year, 
and  up  to  the  end  of  Ilarch  an  exceptionally  small  part  wns  of  well  finish- 
ed fed  cattle  grading  Good  or  better.     In  April,  the  number  of  Good  steers 
received  at  3  Midwest  markets  increased  substantially,  but  Choice  and  Prime 
steers  remiained  scarce^    As  more  finished  cattle  were  marketed,  price 
spreads  bet'.veen  grades  continued  to  narrow.     The  spread  betvj'een  Good  and 
Common  steers  at  Chicago^  vjhich  was  $10.00  per  100  pounds  the  first  week 
of  January,  }iad  closed  to  less  than  55.00  the  week  ended  April  20. 
(Table  1.) 

Further  narrowing  of  the  orioe  scroad  between  grades  is  expected  in 
the  next  month  or  tv/o.     It  is  possible  that  prices  of  the  lower  grades  e,re 
near  their  seasonal  peak^  and  will  decline  during  the  summer,  but  prices  of 
Good  and  better  cattle  are  likely  to  continue  downward  before  beginning  a 
seasonal  advance  som.otime  in  midsummer. 
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Table  1,-  Price  per  100  pounds  for  beef  steers  sold  at  Chicago  for 
slaughter;  by  grades,  by  weeks,  January- Apiil  1950 


;  Grade 

Vfeek 

'        P  Vi 

ended 

•            P  T\  :'\ 

:  Prime 

Dollars 

Dollars 

Dollai-s 

Janua  ry 

5 

94   "5  c: 

12  ■ 

19  • 

\       36 .GO 

28.11 

24,37 

26 

55.14 

27.54 

23.85 

February  2 

C  (  .  'iC) 

9  , 

9'7    0  C 

C  <  ••  CD 

9       7  Q 

16.  ' 

9  A  91 

23 

33.10 

26.95 

24.14 

March 

c 

9  : 

?4  47 

16  : 

31.89 

27.31 

24.44 

23  ' 

27.15 

24,46 

30  : 

51.71 

27.40 

24.79 

April 

6  : 

31.37 

27.44 

24,81 

13  : 

31.39 

27.39 

25.07 

20  . 

30.20 

27.18 

2  4  ir  5  2 

Conmon 


Dollars 

19.23' 
20,03 
20,86 
2C.83 

20,35 
21,16 
21.48 
21,37 

22.09 
22.20 
22.07 
21,89 
22,51 

22.66 
22.71 
22.48 


All  . 
grades 

Dollars 

26.55 
26.24 
26,21 
25.34 

25.61 
25.55 
25.64 
25.42 

25.61 

25,85 
25.68 
25.87 
26. -2  9 

26.47 
26.60 
26.60 


Eie;ht  Percent  More  Cattle  on  Feed  in 
Corn  Belt  April  l~'Thi s  Year 'fhan^Ta s t 

On  January  1,  the  number  of  cattle  and  calves  on  feed  in  11  Corn 
Belt  States  vras  5  percent  larger  than  a  year  earlier,   and  the  number  for 
the  entire  United  States  was  slightly  larger  and  a  nev/  record  for  the  ■ 
date.     During  the  January- Aiarch  period.  United  States  cattle  slaughter 
was  short  of  last  year,  because  more  of  the  cattle  on  feed  were  of  light 
weight  and  due  to  rem.ain  on  feed  longer,  and  because  slightly  fewer  cows 
were  slaughtered.     In  the  same  period,  shipments  of  feeders  and  stockers 
into  the  Corn  Belt  outnumbered  those  of  a  year  earlier  by  the  large 
margin  of  33  percent.     As  a  result,  on  April  1  the  gain  over  last  year 
in  number  on  feed  in  11  Corn  Belt  States  was  8  percent.     Apparently,  the 
number  for  the  United  States  also  was  larger  this  April  than  last, 

A  larger  number  than  last  April  Avas  reported  on  feed  in  Ohio, 
Indiana,  iVisconsin,  Iowa,  Ilissouri,  and  Nebraska,     Illinois,  Michigan  and 
South  Dakota  showed  no  change,  and  Minnesota  and  Kansas  indicated  slightly 
fev/er  on  feed  this  ADril, 


In  California,  the  number  of  cattle  and  calves  on  feed  April  1  v/as 
estimated  at  42  porcont  above  last  year^     Host  of  these  cattle  were  due 
to  be  marketed  in  April  and  May. 
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Of  the  cattle  on  feed  in  the  Corn  Beit  April  1,  a  smaller  pro- 
portion was  steers  this  /ear  than  last  —  67  percent  compared  vrith  71  per- 
cent.    Heifers  comprised  11  percent  of  the  total  this  year,   16  percent 
last  year.     Calves  vrere  21  percent  this  year,  compared  with  12  percent  in 
April  1949, 

Reports  for  the  Corn  Belt  indicate  that  of  the  cattle  on  feed 
there  in  April,  58  percent  v/ill  be  marketed  after  July  1«     Last  year, 
feeders  planned  to  hold  only  51  percent  until  after  that  date.  From 
these  repor-ts  it  may  be  expected  that  the  seasonal  increase  in  market- 
ings of  fed  cattle  will  continue  to  be  later  tliis  year  than  last. 
Slaughter  of  fed  cattle  will  probably  be  about  equal  to  a  year  earlier 
this  spring,  and  a  little  larger  than  last  year  during  much  of  the      .  ■•■ 
summer  and  fall. 

Prices  of  Good  and  better  grades  of  cattle  at  the  seasonal  peak 
expected  -in  late  summer  or  early  fall  are  likely  to  be  higher  than  at  the 
sam.e  time  last  year.     However,  they  may  not  be  equal  to  the  best  prices 
of  late  1949^-    The  prospective  pattern  of  top-grade  cattle  prices  in  1950 
is  distinctly  different  from  last  year's  gradual  advance  from.  F'ebruary  to 
August  followed  by  a  rapid  rise  in  the  fall.    Price  prospects  for  the 
rest  of  this  year  are  generally  favorable  despite  the  large  cattle 
slaughter  expected  because  of  indications  that  supplies  of  other  meat 
animals  will  be  little  larger  than  last  year.     In  1950  as  in  1949,  large 
numbers  of  grass  cattle  probably  will  be  retained  on  farms  and  ranches 
for  restocking,  vrith  many  of  the  lighter  weights  going  on  grain  feed 
early.     At  least  until  the  large  fall  marketings  begin,  slaughter  sup- 
plies of  hogs  will  probably  be  only  moderately  larger  than  last  year,  and 
much  of  the  increase  v;ill  be  in  sovts^ 

Sheep  Slaughter  Above  Year 
Earlier  in  Ap  ri 1  ~ 

Preliminary  data  for  the  first  3  v;eeks  indicate  that  the  number  of 
sheep  and  lambs  slaughtered  in'  April  wes  larger  than  in  April  1949,  This 
vras  the  first  month  since  September  1948  that  slaughter  of  this  species 
exceeded  the  comparable  month  of  the  previous  year.  The  larger  slaughter 
this  April  resulted  from  a  more  nearly  norir.al  seasonal  pattern  of  market- 
ings this  spring  than  last,  April-May  marketings  of  sheep  and  lambs  in 
1949  were  unusually  small  relative  to  the  general  level  for  that  year. 

Sheep  and  lamb  -marketings  have  been  somev;hat  early  this  year. 
Feeding  lambs  were  moved  to  feedlots  early  last  fall,  and  fed  lambs  to 
market  fairly  early  this  winter.     In  late  March  and  most  of  April, 
marketings  were  especially  large -from  the  Southwest  where  good  condition 
of  the  sheep  and  lambs  and  the  drying  ranges  were  factors • combining  to 
step  up  the  rate  of  marketings,  . • 

Sheep  and  lambs  have  been  m.arketed  at  record  heavy  weights  this^ 
year.     The  average  weight    of  103,5  pounds  for  Federally  inspected 
slaughter  in  February  was  a  high  for  all  months  since  records  began  in 
1921,     The  March  average  v;as  dovjn  only  slightly,  to  103,1  pounds,        '  ■  •  .' 
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Decpite  the;  larger  number  in  April,  total  Federally  inspected 
slaughter  of  .sheep  and  lambs  for  the  first  four  months  of  1050  v:as  about 
6  -lercent  smaller  than  in  the  sam.e  months  of  1949,     This  percentage 
chanj^e  is  larger  then  the  3  percent  reduction  on  January  1  in  the  number 
of  all  sheep  on  farms  and  ranches  and  about  the  same  as  the  7  percent 
redaction  in  sheep  and  lambs  on  feed.     To  date,  slaughter  has  been 
reduced  enough  to  indicate  that  producers  are  maintaining  numbers  better 
this  year  than  in  1949,     It  has  been  expected  that  numbers  on  farms  next 
January  ^vould  be  as  large  as  in  January  this  year^,  ending  the  reduction 
of  the  last  8  years  o     Sheep  and  lamb  numbers  on  January;-  1,  1950  ■.vere 
down  45  percent  from  their  peak  in  January  1942, 

Early  La  nibs  in  Generally  ■         .      ■  .i 

Good  Condition  April  1^ 

Early  lambs  were  in  generally  good  condition  on  April  1,  although 
their  progress  during  ilarch  varied  by  regions.     In  the  Southeast,  weather 
and  feed  were  good  except  for  excessive  rainfall  that  prevented  maximum 
use  of  pasture  in  som.e  localities*     In  the  Pacific  Northwest,  cool,  wet 
weather  retarded  feed  development.     In  California,  where  tim.ely  March 
rains'  improved  ranges,  early  lambs  had  progressed  well  by  April  1,  In 
Texas,  dry  weather  reduced  the  feed  supply  but  lambs  were  still  in  good 
to  excellent  condition  on  April  1,     In  both  Texas  and  California,  con- ' 
tinued.  good  development  of  lam.bs  after  April  1  depended  on  arrival  of 
rainfall  to  insure  good  feed« 

Early  lambs  \vere  expected  to  be  marketed  earlier  this  year  than 
last.    The  main  exception  is  in  the  Pacific  North^vest,  where  marketings 
will  probably  be  delayed, 

Returns  from  Lamb  Feeding 
"Lower  This  "/inter 

Average  returns  from  lamb  feeding  apparently  were  smaller  this 
winter  than  last,  much  larger  than  two  years  ago,  and  about  equal  to  the 
average  for  recent  years.     Feeder  lambs  cost  slightly  more,  on  the 
average,  last  fall  than  in  the  fall  of  1948,  and  slaughter  lambs  brought 
a  little  less  this  xvinter  then  last.     However,  lov;er  feed  costs  -offset  a 
part  of  the  reduction  in  price  marginc     (Table  2,  ) 

Returns  to  individual  farmers  probably  varied  greatly  from  these 
averages.     Costs  are  far  from  uniform  among  feeders.     For  the  second 
year  in  a  row  returns  were  much  larger  for  feeders  who  marketed  fed  lambs 
in  February- March  than  in  December- January,     Prices  of  Good  and  Choice 
slaughter  lambs  at  Chicago  rose  from  v21.91  per  100  pounds  in  December  to 
$26,88  in  Fiarch,  an  increase  that  was  much  . greater  than  average  for  the 
season. 

Range  Conditions  Poorer  in  March 

Range  feed  conditions  were  slightly  below  average  on  April.  1  after 
having  .been  abov.o  average  in  previous  months.     Conditions  declined  in  March, 
in  contrast  v/ith  the  usual  increase.     Range  conditions  were  dry  in  the 
Southern  Great  ""^'lains  and  the  Southvrest,  and  growth  of  new  feed  was  slov/ 
in  the  Northern  Great  Plains  as  well  as  in  the  Northwest,     Cattle  and 
sheep  came  through  the  v/inter  in  good  flesh  and  losses  were  light.  They 
v/ere  sbill  in  average  or  better  condition  on  April  1, 
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Table  2.-  Average  prices  and  values  of  important  items  affecting  returns 

from  lamb  feedings  1944-45  to  1949- f^C 


Item 


Price  per  100  pounds  of  Good  and 
Choice  slaught 
Dec  ember-  I!arch 


Choice  slaughter  lambs,  Chicago, 


Direct  subsidy  to  producers,  per 
100  pounds   , 


Price  per  100  pounds  of  Good  and 
Choice  feeder  lambs,  Omaha, 
Se-TDtember- Deo  ember  • 


Price  per  bushel  received  by 

farmers  for  corn.  North  Central 
States,  October-March  •  • .  • . 


Price  per  ton  received  by  farmers 
for  alfalfa  he.y,  loose^  Forth 
Central  States,  October-March  •• 


Market  value  at  Chicago  of  Good 
and  Choice  85  pound  slaughter 
lamb s   


Subsidy  credit 


Market  cost  at  Omaha  of  60  round 


feeder  lambs   

Cost  of  2  1/2  bushels  of  corn   

Cost  of  150  pounds  of  alfalfa  hay, . 

Total  of  ccst  items  shown  2/.  ...c. 

^largin  of  market  value  per  lemb 
over  total  of  cost  items  shown  2/ 


1944- 

;  19-45- 

'  1946- 

•  1947- 

*  1948- ' 

1949- 

1945 

;  1946 

*  1947 

« 
• 

;  1948 

•  1949  * 

•  • 

•  • 

1950 

boi. 

Dol. 

Dol. 

Dole 

Bol. 

1  D.  Ic 

CO.  00 

9  79 
&0«  1  C 

0 

2,25 

0 

0 

0 

0 

12.44 

14.56 

17.73 

21.29 

22.90 

23.16 

0.993 

1,036 

1.292 

2.222 

1,190 

1.093 

18.12 

15.93 

1/23.00 

1/25.00 

1^/25.25 

1/21.68 

Total  value 

13.54 

12.85 

IS. 84 

20.26 

21.86 

20.68 

0 

1.91 

0 

0 

0 

0 

7.46 

8.74 

10.64 

12.77 

13.74 

13,90 

2,45 

2,59 

3.23 

5.56 

2.98 

2.73 

1.36 

1,19 

1.72 

1.88 

1.89 

1.63 

11.30 

12.52 

15.59 

20.21 

18.61 

18.26 

2.24 

2.24 

4.25 

.05 

3.25 

2.42 

alfa  hay  baled,  North 

Central 

States. 

Prices 

1/  Price  received  by  farmers  for  f 

for  1946-47  and  1947-48  estimated  from  price  Daid  for  baled  alf el  f a  hay,  U,  S. 
2/  Does  not  include  "purchasing  or  marketing  expenses,  labor  cost,  death  losses, 
overhead  costs  or  costs  of  other  feed  ingredient Sj,  or  credits  for  manure.  The 
prices  shown  are  averages  for  the  lamb- feeding  season  for  the  North  Central 
region,  and  do  not  necessarily  coincide  viththe  experience  of  individual 
feeders* 
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Janua r y-l ir. rc h  Co-Tiir.ercial  Iv'eat 

Production  i^tout  Same  as  Lfist  Year; 
YeTF'T^'.Gt cX~rc""Be  Le.'r^r  Than  19 4-9 

CorjTisrc if  1  meat  production  of  5,072  laillion  poimds  in  the  first 
.quarter  of  105O  vjz^  only  12  rrlllion  poi's.nds  5r:s.ller  than  production  in 
.  the  sanie  q')a;'ter  last  year.     Production  vras  dovm  4  percent  frora  a- ysar 

oariier  for  beef,  4  percent  for  veal,  and  4  percent  for  lanb  and  mutton* 

Pork  production  v.as  up  4  percent.     (Tsbl^  3.  ) 

'    Conmercial  production  in  Januiary  was  aboitt  equal  to  that  of 
January  last  year.     February  slaughter  of  each  of  the  four  classes  of 
meat  anirr.^ls  was  s^Tiailer  this  year  than  in  1£49  and  3  l/2  percent  less 
liieat  'vas  produced.     In  liarch,  however^  oroduction  of  both  lamb  end  mutton 
and  pork  exceeded  last  year,  and  the  total  for  all  meats  showed  a  0,2  per- 
cent gain. 

Cons U-.ipt ion  of  meat  per  person  in  January- I.'Iarch  is  tentatively 
estimated  as  very  nearly  equal  to  the  37-5  pounds  consumed  in  the  same 
quarter  of  1949, 

-    The  rise  in  meat  production  in  Liarch  to  a  point  si?.bstantially 
above  15  49  probably  signals  the  beginning  of  a  slightly  higher  plane  of 
meat  production  for  the  spring  and  summer  thns  year  than  last.     It  is 
likely  that  about  as  much  beef  and  xr^ore  "nork  vjlll  be  produced  in  April- 
June  and  in  July- September  1950  thaji  in  the  same  quarters  of  1949,  and 
that  con5U!::pbion  of  all  meat  per  person  v.dll  be  close  to  last  year's 
averages  of  35»2  pounds  in  the  second  and  34,8  pounds  in  the  third  quarter 
In  the  fourth  quarter  of  this  year,  production  of  both  beef  and  pork  -v  ill 
probably  be  ur^  from  last  year  and  consumption  of  all  meat  per  person  may 
be  larger  by  1  pound  or  more  than  the  57,4  pounds  last  year.  Prospects 
are  that  total  1950  consump)tion  per  person' vn.ll  be  1  to  2  pounds  above  the 
145  pounds  consumed  in  1949o 

World  Cattle  lumbers  Increase 
in  1949  to  Set  Fev/  I\ecord 

'.'orld  cattle  numbers  at  the  beginning  of  19  50  v/ere  estimated  by 
the  Office  of  Foreign- Agricultural  Relations' at  771  million  head,  7  rail- 
lion  or  1  percent  more  than  in  1949  and  28  million  or  4  percent  more  than 
the  1936-40  average.       Largest  increases  in  1949  were  in  Asia,  Europe, 
the  Soviet  ITnion,  and  North  America,     The  combined  number  for  Australia 
and  I'lev:  Zealand  increased  only  a  little,  and  numbers  declined  in  South 
Am.erica  and  j^vfricao     An  improved  feed  situation  and  strong  dem^and  for  beef 
and  veal  in  most  parts  of  the  v/orld  encouraged  cattle  raisers  to  enpar.d 
their  herds,    -  - 

The  1950  cattle  numbers  in  rToiH:h  and  South  America  are  up  17  per- 
cent from,  thoir  1936-40  ?verag,e,  in  Africa  and  Australia- !\'ew  Zealard  are 
respectively  10  and  6  percent  larger  than  in  that  pre'Aar  period,  but  in 
Asia,  Europe,  end  the  Fovi  et  Union  are  2  to  6  percent  sm.aller. 

A  moderate  further  increase  in  cattle  numbers  is  expected  in  1950, 
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Table  3.j-  Comercial 

msat  pro due 

tion.  United 

States,  by 

quarter- years 

1346  to  first  quarter  19 

All 

moat  s 

Year 

'     January-  : 

April- 

:  Julv- 

p 

:  uoc<ODer-' 

]  Year 

•       Ma  roll  : 
>  • 

June 

:  Septeribei 

;  Decemi^er 

• 

I        1 '111  ion 

Million 

Million 

Million 

Million 

5  ■C'Ounds 

■pounds 

pounds 

pounds 

pounds 

iy  y:b  ! 

\  o,ooy 

4,440 

4,409 

cU^  o±y 

1947  ' 

:  5,419 

5,003 

4,840 

o,yJ.c 

isi,  ±  /  y 

i  yyro  ' 

4,650 

4,296 

5,480 

19,452 

t  5,084 

4,573 

4,751 

J.  C7  ,  C  DU 

1950 

:  5,072 

!  Beef 

ly  ! 

!        2,479  - 

1,800 

2,191 

2,540 

9,010 

1947  " 

:  2,542 

2,481 

2,493 

2,580 

10,096 

1948 

;  2,264 

2,108 

2,188 

2,509 

8,869 

1949  : 

2  ,  308 

2,259 

2,424 

2,251 

9,242 

1950  t 

2,224 

278 
310 
292 
273 
26  3 


280 
198 
185 
158 
151 


2,602 
2,369 
2,285 
2,345 
2,434 


"Veal 


252 
336 
321 
287 


376 
421 
365 

345 


423 
426 
352 
335 


Lamb  and  ir;atton 


223 
190 
153 
113 


212 
162 

183 
153 


231 
209 
205 
161 


2,165 
2,001 
2,063 
1,914 


Pork  excluding,  lard 
1,630 


1,744 
1,560 
1,809 


2,637 
2,697 
2,614 
2,726 


1,529 
1,493 
1,330 
1,240 


946 
779 
731 
685 


9,234 
3,811 
8,522 
8,793 
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T'orld  Jloi^  ivunberp  Rise 

•.'orld  hog  m:.r'.T?e-'-s  r.-ere  GPti-ated  r.t  279,400,000  head  on  January  1 
by  the  Office  o"*^  Foreign  Agricultural  Fslations.     The  increase  of  17  mil- 
lion head  or  ?  percent  in  19'j:9^  the  largest  gain  for  a  postvar  yeo.r, 
"brought  nvimb^rs  to  "vvithin  4  percent  of  the  1S36-40  average. 

The  larg-;st  numerical  increases  in  hog  nuTnbers  last  year  •'.vere  in 
"turope,  ]^Torth  America  end  the  Soviet  Union.    The  1950  number  for  Europe 
end  the  coviet  Union  'vas  still  ICS'S  thpn  prewar,  as  v»ras  that  in  Asia  and 
^us"'".ralia-re'"  Zoalands 

In  1950,  incraases  in  ho^;  numbers  are  likely  in  Europe  and  the 
Soviet  Union  as  ■'.veil  as  in  several  other  areas. 

World  She'=^p  Nivmloers  Also 
Rise  in  1949 

World  nu-mbers  of  sheep  also  increased  in  1949,  but  by  a  smaller 
percentag.e  then-  did  nuinberG  of  cattle  and  hogs^     The  gain  of  about 
1  percent  in  1949  broughx;  the  Jr.nu?ry  1950  \vorld  total  to  730  million 
head,  v^iich  is  2  percent  below  the  1936-40  averppe,.     These  estimates  are 
made  by  the  Office  of  Foreign  A^ricultvral  Relations. 

Australia,  the  Ignited  Kingdoiri,  the  Soviet  Union,  and  India  were 
countries  reporting  substantial  increases  last  ye'\r.     In  -Australia  sjid 
che  Soviet  Union,  a?  well  as  in  Hew  Zealand,  Turkey  and  sori-©  STriiHor 
countries,  'WSO  nuTnter&  are  above  the  1936-40  average.     Large  declines 
in  nuinbers  took  place  last  year  in  Argentina  and  Uruguay,  v.'here  drou;;ht 
and  cor;potltion  from  cattle  v<rere  restrictive.  influor:ces.     Ilumbers  dropped 
in  Turkey  also. 

Generally  favorable  grazing  conditions  and  high  prices  for  v/ool, 
lamb  and  mutton  enccurr.f'ed  an  increase  in  sheep  numbers  in  several  major 
areas  last  year,    Unles??  j^razin^  conditions  ere  poorer,  world  numbers 
are  likely  to  rise  in  1950. 

KEW  or  KEVIS^IP  SEKIEG 

Production,  !;Iarko t ings  and  Incone 
for  I.ieot  Anvrnal  s  in  1949 


Date  rrlf^aced  /.prTl  27  show  a  general  increase  in  cattle  and  hog 
production  ij.j.  1949  o-ver-  1943^  and  a  smaller  income  received  froni  market- 
ings.    The  livewoight  of  cattle  and  calf  production  in  1949  was  6  per- 
cent larger  than  in  1048,  and  of  hog  production  was  9    larger  than  in 
the  previous  yeari     Because  their  varices  declined  r.odorately  from 
the  vory  Y.izh  1946  level,  cash  rFC^iptc  from  marketings  of  cattle  and 
calves  \;ere  dovjn  8  percent.     Prices  of  hogs  .fell  ir.ore,  ond  cash 
receipts  from  bog  rcarkrtings  were  15    p.ercont  siraller  than,  in  1946. 
Both  morketinf,s  end  cash  receipts  for  sheep  and  lambs  last  year  were 
substantially  smeiller  than  in  1948. 
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The  1949  pig  crop  was  13  percent  lar^^er  than  the  1948  crop,  ejid  the 
calf  crop  was  up  2,5  percent  from  1948,     The  percentage  calf  crop  was  very 
high       85  percent.    The  lamb  crop  v;as  reduced  6  percent  in  1949  frori  1943, 
primarily  because  the  number  of  ewes  on  fpmis  v/as  small^-r. 

Summary  data,  which  extend  tables  of  the  February  1950  Statistical 
Appendix  to  this  Situation,  are  presented  in  tables  4-7, 


Data  on      C  and  CCC  Payments 
on  Livestock 


Table  8  presents for  reference  purposes,  summary  data  on  the  total 
amount  of  payments  made  on  livestock  in  war  and  postwar  years  by  the 
Reconstruction  Finance  Corporation  and  the  Comc-.odity  Credit  Corpora':.ion, 
With  the  exception  of  a  very  small  pa3raient  on  hogs  made  to  si  aught  e-^ers  by 
the  CCC,  all  the  RFC  payments  were  to  slaughterers  and  all  the  CCC  payments 
were  to  livestock  feeders.    The  latter  two  programs  were  parts  of  the  price 
control  measures  of  war  and  imtnediate  postv\rar  years.     RFC  payments  to 
slaughterers  began  mth  the  price  roll-back  of  the  summer  of  1S43,  8.nG  CCC 
payments  to  feeders,  intended  to  encourage  feeding  of  cattle  and  sheep, 
were  in  effect  from  the  summer  of  1945  to  June  SO 


ou,  1948. 


Table  8,-  Subsidies  on  livestock  paid  by  the  Reconstruction  Finance  Corporation 
and  the  Cojrmodity  Credit  Corporation,  fiscal  years  1944-46 


Fiscal 
year 
ending 


June  30,  1944 

June  30,  1945 

June  30,  1946  3/ 
Total 


Reconstruction  Finance r  Coirmodity  Credit  Corporation  payriients 


Corporation  paymients 
to  slaughterers  l/ 
Dollars 
462,226,717 
427,786,506 
657,736,471 
1,547,749,694  ' 


to  livestock  producers  2/ 


On  cattle 
Dollars 

5,000,153 
31,902,396 

36,902,552 


On  sheep  and  lambs 
Dollars 


43,237,326 
45^237,326 


1/  Payments  made  by  a  subsidary  agency,  the  Defense  Supplies  Corporation. 
_2/  Feeding  subsidies  on  cattle  and  sheep  of  certain  speoif icationsr,  Subsidies 
on  cattle  began  May  19,  1945,  and  on  sheep  August  5,  1945.     Both  subsidies 
ended  June  30,  1946,     Data  shoi'/n  are  costs  to  CCC  as  carried  in  accounting 
records.     Not  shown  here  are  the  payments  of  330  dollars  in  fiscal  year  1944  as 
bonus  payments  to  packers  who  delivered  up  to  60  percent  of  their  total  pork  pro- 
duction  to  CCC  under  contract,     3/  Data  sho^vn  for  fiscal  year  1946  are  correct- 
ed for  delayed  payments  or  recoveries  of  over-payments  that  took  place  in  laber 
years.    Reported  detail  of  accounting  records  are  as  follov/s: 


Fiscal  i 

'.F^FO  payments: 

CCC  pa;>'7rients  to 

year  : 

to  : 

livestock  producers 

ending         .  j 

•  slaughterers : 

On  cattle          :Cn  sheep 

&  lambs 

June 

30,  1946  ! 

646,740,156 

33,204,163  41,427 

,240 

June 

30,  1947 

I  10,394,715 

-1,299,861  1,810 

,912 

June 

30,  1948  1 

!  601,600 

-1,906 

826 

Compiled  from  Price  Programs  of  the  United  States  Department  of  Agriculture, 
1949.    USDA  Misc.'  Pub.  683,     Yearly  data  from  agencies. 
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Table  4.-  Number  of  oattle  and  oalves  on  farnis,  calf  crop  and  disposition,  and  live  weight  of 
farm  produotion,  Iftiited  States,  1946  to  date  l/ 


Marketings  5/ 


On  hand,  Jan.  1  ;      Calves  bom 


Farm  slaughter 


Deaths 


Live 


Year 

■  All 
oattle 

'All  oowe  ■ 
;2  yrs.  /; 

Pero  entage • 

n  f*  ftrtw<i  • 

2  yrs.  /  : 

TJllrnh  AT* 

All  1 1  Ml  A 

•  XXlOiiX^^  • 

•  rrtAn-t*  a    P  /  • 

Cattle 

Cattle 

Calves 

:  Ca'b'tle 
1 

;  weight 
•  of  farm 
: product ion 

1,000 

1,000 

1,000 

1,000 

1,000 

1,000 

1,000 

1,000 

1,000 

1,000 

Million 

Psrc  Qui/ 

hosLcl 

head 

head 

head 

head 

head 

head 

pounds 

1946 

82,434 

43,014 

80 

.34,550 

8,877 

26,188 

12,656 

943 

768 

l,-566 

2,643 

18,782 

1947 

81,207 

42,567 

'  83 

35,234 

8,281 

26,995 

14,117  • 

860 

682 

1,473 

2,469 

19,056 

1948 

78,126 

41,039 

82 

33,708 

7,620 

23,370 

12,728 

800 

561 

1,405 

2,292 

18,371 

1949 

78,298 

40,398 

85 

34,537 

8,182 

23,103 

12,434 

776 

517 

1,532 

2,378 

.  19,410 

1950  . 

80,277 

41,411 

1/  Balance  sheet 

estimates. 

Total  marketings. 

farm  slaughter,  deaths,  and 

on  hand  end  of  year  equals  total 

of  oalf 

orop,  inahipments  and  on  hand  beginning  of  year. 
Zj  Sum.  of  the  interstate  shipments  and  inroorts  of  feeding  .and.  breeding  animals. 
3^  Excludes  interfarm- sales  within  States. 

Revises  and  brings  to  date  table  5  of  Statistical  Appendix  of  Livestook  and  Meat  Situation  fbr  February  1950. 


Table  5.-  Number  of  hogs  on  farms,  pig  crops  and  disposition,-  and  live  weight  of 
farm  produotion,  Ttoited  States,  1946  to  date  l/ 


Year 

On  hand  \  

January  1  \ 

Pigs 
Spring 

saved 

;  Fall 

-■  Inshiument  8  -'  * 

;   ii  : 

Marketings- 

y 

1  Farm 
\  slaughter 

«  Deaths 

sLive  -weight 
1  of  farm 
:produotion 

1,000 

1,000 

1,000 

1,000 

1,000 

1,000 

1,000 

Mi  11 ion 

: 

head 

head 

head 

head 

head 

head 

head 

pounds 

t 

1946  : 

61,301 

52,392 

30,548 

464 

64,370 

" 13,850 

9,564 

19,P41 

1947  J 

56,921 

52,802 

31,345  • 

497 

63,524 

12,781 

10,232 

18,667 

1948 

55,028 

51,266 

33,921 

457 

61,750 

12,267 

9,527 

18,739 

1949 

57,128 

59,033 

37,262 

541 

70,584 

llj549 

11,415 

20,376 

1950 

60,424 

62,500 

\J  Balance 

sheet  estimates 

.  Total 

of  marketings. 

farm  slaughter. 

deaths,  and 

on  hand  end 

of  year  equals 

total  of  pig 

crop,  instiipments,  and  on  hand  beginning  of  year, 
Zj  Sum  of  the  Interstate  shipments  and  iisports  of  feeding  and  breeding- animls."  •  " 
Zj  Siccludes  interfarm  sales  within  States, 

Revises  and  brings  to  date  table  6  of  Statistical  Appendix  of  Livestock  and  Heat  Situation  for  February  1950. 


Table  6.-  Number  of  sheep  and  lambs' on  farms,  lamb  crop  and  dispos-ition,  and  live  weight  of 
farm  produotion.  United  States,  1946  to  date  l/ 


Year 

On  heuid  : 
January  1: 

Lambs 

saved 

Inshipment 

s  Zj 

Marketings  3/ 

\  Farm  slaughter 

\  Dteaths 

:LiVe  weight 

all  sheep: 
and   '  r 
lambs  : 

"•Number 

: Percent 
:of  ewes 
:1  yr.  / 

Sheep     !  ■ 
: 

Lambs  ° 

Sheep 

:  Lambs 

:.  Sheep 

:  Lambs 
1 

:  Sheep 

:  Lambs 

I  of  farm 
: production 

1,000 

•1,000 

1,000 

1,000 

1,000 

1,000 

1,000 

1,000 

1,000 

1,000 

Million 

head 

head 

Percent 

head 

head 

head 

head 

.bead 

■  head 

head 

head 

pounds 

1946 

42,436 

.24,540 

89 

730 

6,808 

6,456 

24,172 

276 

304 

3,170 

2,278 

1,763 

1947 

37,818 

22,082 

■  88 

652 

6,000 

5,052 

21,116 

257 

302 

2,890 

2,108 

1,579 

1948 

34,827 

20,011 

85 

637 

5,632 

4,620 

19,262 

244 

298  . 

3,006 

2,023 

1,404 

1949 

31,654 

18,810 

87'  ' 

76? 

5,338 

3,419 

17,019 

222 

274 

2,949 

1,885 

1,313 

1950 

30,797 

Balance  sheet  estimates.  Total  ot  marketing,  fara  slaughter,  deaths,  and  on  hand  end  of  year  equals  total  of  lamb 
crop,,  inshipments,  emd  on  hand  beginning  of  year. 

Zj  Sum  of  the  interstate  shipments  and  imports  of  feeding  and  breeding  animals. 
Zj  Excludes  interfarm  sales  within  States.  ' 

Revises  and  brings  to  date  table  7  of  Statistical  Appendix  of  Livestock  and  Meat  Situation  for  February  1950. 


Table  7.-  Live  weight  of  marketings,  cash  receipts  from  narketings, 
  ..  ..  and,E;-o.S8  inoome  from  meat  animala,  by  olasses;  1946  to  date " 

sLivo  weight  of  marketing l/:Meat  animeliCash  receipts  from  marketings  l/  Z/\  Gross  inooms  2/  3/ 

:  Cattle  :  Sheep     \                marketings, :  Cattle.  :  Sheep     t            '    :    All      :  Cattle  :  Sheep    j  :  All 

'  :'  'and      :    and      :  Hogs      :  Index  no.,  j    and      :    and.,    t  Hogs      i     meat     ;    and  t    and      t  Hogs      :  meat 

.,  t..  calves  ;  larrtos     ;  ■;  1935-39»100t  oalvea  •;  -lambs'  "  ;  "   ;  animals  i  calves  t  lambs"    »  t  aninmls 

:  Million    Million  Million                        Million    Million    Million    Million    Million  Million    Million  Million 

:  pounds      pounds    pounds        Percent        dollars    dollars    dollars    dollars,    dollars  dollars  , dollars  dollars 


1946     :  24,964 

2,673 

16,233 

146 

3,722 

362 

2,961 

^7,045 

3,793 

366 

•  3,449 

7,608 

1947     :  25,902 

2,274 

16,015 

147 

4,932 

403 

4,005 

9,340 

5,017 

408 

4,635 

10,060 

1948     X  22,856 

2,087 

15,471 

135 

5,231  . 

.    413 . 

3.  TIB 

•  9-,  360 

5;326  • 

-  41^9 

4,307 

10,062 

1949     1  23,430 

1,790'" 

17,237 

139 

4,814 

355 

3,225 

8,395 

4,896 

360 

3,657 

8,915 

i 


1/  ^xoludeo  interfarm  sales.  ^     .  ■ 

"zJ  Dcfes  not  include  Government  payments.  ^  ,  .  » 

3/  Cash  receipts  plus  value  of  home  consumption. 

Revises  and  brings  "to  date  table  15  of  Statistical  Appendix  of  Livestock  and  Meat  Situation  for  February  1950. 
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Table  9*-  Number  of  steers  and  of  cows  and  heifers  slaughtered  under 
Federal  inspection.  United  States, 1921-49 

(Data  for  cover  page  chart)  ' 


Year  ! 

!  ot»eers 

:    uows  ana.  neii  ers 

>        1  onn  ViQQr! 
I         XjUuu  neeiQ 

X  r  uuu  neaQ 

IJCJL 

!  ^tjXUO 

9Pn 

0  ,  c  cw 

1922  ! 

4,533 

3,819 

1923  ! 

:  4,397 

4,  392 

A  747 

;  x,rtDD 

'1- ,  f  D  y 

A   R  P  A 

;            o  ,  o  'xD 

A  PQ1 

^,  cy  X 

!  ^,u^y 

•2  QA9 

tj,y'ic 

1  Q  70 

0  gbco 

I                  A  AAA 

0  ^ooU 

1932  ■ 

!  4,141 

3,211 

1933  ' 

!  4,506 

3,812 

1  Q'^d. 

>                    /I     7  C 

:              ^t,  /  bo 

1  Q"^!^ 

±z>oO  . 

!  0,C500 

^    AT  9 

XXJOO 

«                  A  7QR 

P.    79  7 

1  Q'^7  < 

d  RPR 

X  Z)  oo  < 

«                 4    R1  7 
.                 '±  ,  OX  f 

A   PR  1 

xy  oy 

•                 A  c^AP 

.  ft,Ooo 

A  AAfi 

X  y  rtu 

A  PRR 

AO  1 

1  94-1 

A  QQP 

1942  ' 

!  6,019 

5,854 

1943 

!  5,737 

5,516 

1944 

!            5  860 

7  392 

1945  - 

!  6,657 

7,311 

1946 

I  5,364 

5,641 

1947  i 

;  6,968 

7,983 

194^ 

5,751 

6,762 

1949  • 

!  7,090 

5,670 

Cows  1/ 


1,000  head 


5,824 
5,691 
4,317 
6,030 
5,279 
4.178 


1/  Data  for  cows  not  reported  separately  prior  to  1944, 


Compiled  from  Livestock  Market  IJews,  Livestock  Branch,  PM, 


APRIL  1950 


-  16  - 

Selected  Price  Statistics  for  Meat  Anijnals  l/ 


Item 


IMit 


Jamiarv- March  av. 


1949 


1950 


!  1949 

!  1950 

s  1<'a'K  i^ifl 

:  26.97' 

34,58 

25,88 

34.70 

52.24 

:  23,97: 

27.55 

24,19 

27  19 

c  1 1  oo 

!  21,83. 

24.26 

22.68 

24.  1^ 

:  20,03 

21.37 

21.21 

21.55 

22.  IS 

:  23,.68 

25.82 

24.14 

26. 58 

:  22,50 

24.39 

23.31 

23.97 

24.74 

:  22.07 

24.46 

25.00 

24.06 

24.75 

:  18.59 

19.12 

19.11. 

19.27 

20.60 

^6,03 

16.50  2/15,99 

16.69 

17.42 

^5,17 

14,39  3/15,11 

1  A.  fid 

:  30,55 

30,43 

27,98 

31.25 

29.59 

:  22.59 

24,13 

24,37. 

24.13 

25.52 

:  19,73 

20.27 

20.50- 

20. 40 

:  24.63 

24. 10 

24.50 

24.60 

PA  An 

:  21,28 

16.66 

21.39 

17  .Vl 

.  X  f 

:  21.41 

16.90 

21.53 

17.  "i!? 

XO  .  v9 

:  21.26 

16.89 

21,48 

17.56 

16.72 

:  20.80 

16.63 

21,21 

17.25 

16.70 

;  20.10 

16.21 

20,65 

16. 78 

16  51 

XD  .  0X 

:  19.35 

15.80 

19,93 

16.32 

16.21 

:  20.00 

16.27 

20,49 

16.85 

16.41 

;  19.91 

16.26 

20.56 

16.78 

16.58 

:  16.54 

13,87 

16.72 

14. 60 

14.52 

:  19,90 

15.93 

20.00 

16.60 

16.10 

:  14.9 

12,4 

15.3  ' 

13.0 

12.5 

:  16.8 

13,6 

16,9 

14.  5 

IS.*;  ■ 

:  11,79 

15,08 

15.34 

13.04 

15.  99 

:  9.50 

10.28 

10.10 

10.20 

11.00 

:  25,94 

25.13 

28,78 

25.32 

26.88 

25,12 

25.12 

26.59 

:  22,33 

22,70 

23.60 

22.80 

23.70 

:  320 

300 

327  ■ 

306 

see 

! April 


Cattle  and  calves  : 

Beef  steers,  slaughter  :DollaTS  per 

Chicago,  Choice  and  Prime  ,:100  pounds 

Good  .......   do. 

Medium  ...i   do. 

Conmon  •   :  do. 

All  grades  .....-..«-.>-»....«.........<:  do. 

Omaha,  all  grades  ..«•*.•  '•  ' 

Sioux  City-j  all  grades   do. 

Cows,  Chicago 

Good   'do. 

CoHTnon  :  do. 

Canner  and  Cutter  :  do. 

Vealers,  Good  and  Choice,  Chicago   :  do. 

Stocker  and  feeder  steers,  Kansas  City  do. 
Price  received  by  farmers  : 

Beef  cattle  :  do. 

Veal  calves   :  do. 

Hogs  : 
Barrows  and  gilts  : 

Chicago                                                            :  • 

160-180  pounds   :  do. 

180-200  pounds  :  do. 

200-220  pounds    do, 

220-240  pounds   :  do. 

240-270  pounds  :  do. 

270-300  pounds   do-. 

All  weights  ^..^.a   do. 

Seven  markets  ^  ;  do. 

Sows,  Chicago  :  do'. 

Price  received  by  farmers....  ..:  do^ 

Bbg-com  price  ratio  5/                                  ;  .  ■ 

Chicago,  barrows  and  gilts   do. 

Price  received  by  farmers,  all  hogs  do. 

Sheep  and  lambs  : 
Sheep  : 

Slaughter  ewes.  Good  and  Choice,  Chicego  :  do. 

Price  received  by  farmers  :  do. 

Lambs  : 

Slaughter,  Good  and  Choice,  Chicago              :  do. 

Feeding,  Good  and  Choice,  Omaha  :  .do. 

Price  received  by  farmers                             :  do. 

All  meet  animals                                                   :  ■  . 
Index  number  price  received  by  farmers  : 

(1910-14-100)  ,  :  .' 


Meat 

Wiolesale,  Chicago 

Steer  beef  carcss.s.  Good,  500-600  pound 
Lamb  carcass.  Good,  30-40  pounds  ...... 

Composite  hog  products,  including  lard 


:Dollars  per 


'     Average-  per  100.  pounds.  .  .  . , 
71.32  pounds  fresh  and  cured 
Average  per  100  pounds  .... 
iRetail,  United  States  average 

Beef,  Good  grade  '. 

Lamb  , 

Pork,  including  lard  

Index  number  meat  prices  (BLS) 
Wiolesale  (1926*100)  , 

Retail  (1935-59=100)       

i/  Annual  data  for  most  series  published  in  Statistical  Appendix  to  this  Situation, 
Z/  Cutter  and  Common. 

3/  Average  for  prices  of  Cutter  and  Conmon,  and  of  CEurner  (Low  Cutter). 


:100  pounds  ' 

38.19 

42,76 

38.78 

42.25 

42.12 

:      do.  : 

47.81 

6/45.50 

51.66 

:  Dollars 

22.35 

17.92 

22.49 

18.46 

17.90 

:     .do.  : 

30.68 

24.60 

30.88 

25.34 

24,57 

:      do.  : 

25.63 

21.00 

25.84 

21.47 

21, '20 

:      do.  : 

35.94 

29.44 

36.23 

30.10 

29,75 

:    Cents  s 

:per  pound  : 

64.0 

67.8 

63.5 

66.8 

69,4, 

:      do.  : 

60.6 

64.1 

60.9 

55. 6 

65,8 

:      do,  : 

41.6 

36.3 

41.4 

56.4 

36.8 

219.2 

212,7 

222.4 

216.5 

215.6 

;  i221,0 

221.0 

222.6 

220.6 

224.6 

February  1950. 


f/ 


Chicago,  St.  Ixjuis  N.  S.  Y. ,  Kansas  City,  Omaha,  Sioux  City,  S.  St.  Joseph,  and  S.  St.  Paul, 
Number  bushels  of  com  equivalent  in  value  to  100  pounds  of  live  hogs. 


^ Price  for  January  only. 
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Selected  marketing,  slaughter  and  stocks  statistics  for  meat  animals  and  meats  L 


Item 

*  Dhit 

:     Januarv- March 

1950 

1949 

t_- 

:  1950 

*  1949 

•  Maroh 

:  February: 

Ifaroh  : 

April 

Meat  animal  marketings 

:  137 

139 

135 

122 

137 

Stocker  and  feeder  shipments  to 

8  Com  Belt  States 

: 1,000 

291 

386 

126 

112 

141 

• 

286 

328 

61 

112 

101 

Slaughter  under  Federal  inspection 

: 

Number  slaughtered 

3,222 

3,123 

1,102 

939 

1,082 

1  579 

1  494 

619 

443 

566 

3,229 

2,879 

949 

863 

939 

'  13,771 

15  055 

4,315 

4,191 

5,020 

:  8 

10 

9 

10 

9 

Average  live  weight  per  head 

: 

990 

996 

1,000 

1,000 

995 

I  181 

181 

165 

181 

170 

:  98 

102 

99 

104 

103 

I  251 

240 

246 

239 

234 

Average  pTOduction 

:  542 

544 

554 

546 

547 

:  101 

101 

93 

101 

96 

45 

49 

46 

49 

49 

•  139 

135 

138 

134 

133 

Pork,  per  100  pounds  live  weight  2/:  do. 

•  56 

56 

56 

56 

57 

38 

35 

37 

35 

34 

Lard,  per  100  pounds  live  weight 

, .  :  do . 

15 

15 

15 

15 

14 

Total  production 

:Million 

1,739 

1,691 

607 

510 

589 

158 

150 

57 

44 

55 

146 

140 

43 

42 

46 

1,919 

2,028 

594 

559 

665 

529 

550 

159 

147 

168 

Total  commercial  slaughter  _3/ 

Number  slaughtered 

:l,000  : 

4,485 

4,281 

1,542 

1,292 

1,479 

2,684 

2  571 

833 

780 

989 

3,509 

3,126 

1,343 

937 

1,020 

17,071. 

18,291 

6,572 

5,208 

6,060 

Total  production 

:Million: 

2  308 

2  224 

807 

674 

772 

273 

263 

98 

80 

96 

158 

ISl 

47 

46 

50 

730 

686 

794 

184 

172 

193 

Cold  storage  stocks  first  of  month 

140 

130 

113 

102 

18 

13 

11 

10 

20 

14 

13 

11 

611 

583 

573 

547 

Total  meat  and  meat  products  4/  . . . 

• . :  do ,  : 

903 

850 

816 

780 

  _  7   .    .    _       .  -_  J.   _/  '  '  '  -  ~     ^'■^  m  •  _  ~  ~   ^      —  — 

1/  Annual  data  for  most  series  published  in  Statistical  Appendix  to  this  Situation,  February  1950. 
2/  Excludes  lard, 

3/  Federally  inspected,  axid  other  v/holesale  and  retail, 

^  Includes  stocks  of  sausage  and  sausage  room  products,  canned  meats  and  canned  meat  products,  and  edible 
offals,  in  addition  to  the  four  meats  listed. 


U,  S,  Department  of  Agriculture 
■■Fashinston  2  5,  D.  C. 

OFFICIAL  BUSIIJESS 

EAE- LliS- 38- 4/50- 5500 
Permit  No.  1001 


Penalty  for  private  use  to  avoid 
payment  of  postage  $300 


imi  ^  ! 


